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Giovanni Battiste Belzoni was 
born in Padua in northern Italy in 
1778. 
 
Giovanni was working as the 
Circus Strong man “Patagonian 
Sampson” at Sadlers Wells Theatre 
in London. 
 
He went to Egypt in 1815 where 
he showed a hydraulic waterwheel 
for Muhammad Ali Pasha . 
 
He was traveling in Egypt with his 
wife Sarah Belzoni and their Irish 
servant James Curtin. 
 
He later on became one of the 
most famous Egyptologists in 
history.  
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Giovanni Belzoni’s first job in Egypt was to 
move the statue of Ramesses III, also known as 

The Young Memnon. 
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Giovanni Belzoni’s journeys in Egypt and Africa 
 

 
First journey: June 30, 1816 to December 15, 1816. 
 
 
Second journey: February 20, 1817 to December 21, 1817. 
 
 
Third journey: April 28, 1818 to February 18, 1819. 
 
 
Fourth/ final journey: 1823 (died in Benin, 3. December 1823) 
 



Giovanni Belzoni’s discoveries 
 

He was the first to enter the pyramid of Khafre at Giza. 
 
He discovered the tomb of Seti I in the Valley of the 
Kings in Luxor and found the king’s alabaster 
sarcophagus and several other tombs. 
 
He cleared the temple of Abu Simbel in Nubia for tons 
of sand and entered the interior. 
 
He moved an obelisk from the temple of Philae in Aswan 
to a castle in Dorset, England. 
 
 
 
  



Giovanni’s inscription in the pyramid of Khephren  
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The Tomb of Seti I 
in the Valley of the 
Kings in Luxor was 
discovered by 
Giovanni Belzoni in 
1817. 
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Giovanni Belzoni cleared the Temple of Abu Simbel in Nubia for 
tons of sand before entering it – he hoped to find a treasure – but 
the temple was empty. 
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Sarah Belzoni was Giovanni’s devoted wife and did most of the 
journeys together with her husband – she also traveled on her own to 
Jerusalem and Jordan. This photo is from a BBC documentary about 
Giovanni Belzoni. 
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Giovanni Belzoni’s final journey  
 
Giovanni Belzoni died from dysentery in Benin on the 3th of December 1823, he 
was 44 years old.  
 
He wanted to realize an old dream of John Lewis Burckhardt of finding the source 
of the River Niger and the mysterious city of Timbuktu.  
 
He went to Morocco and headed for the city of Fez, but went back to Gibraltar 
and took a ship for the Canary Islands and from Tenerife they proceeded on the 
British vessel Swinger for the Gulf of Guinea.  
 
Giovanni reached the Cape Coast and then the mouth of the Benin River and 
headed for Nigeria. He wanted to go northward to the city of Houssa (described 
by Mungo Park) and got sick in the city of Gwato.  
 
His honored memories are at British Museum - the temple of Nubia, the tombs 
and the pyramids of Egypt. Today many of Belzoni’s findings are still on display at 
the British Museum in London. 
 


